SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 9th August 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

4th August 2010






       Jonathan Whitehurst










Deputy Town Clerk     
AGENDA
1.  
Apologies
2.  
To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.   Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
 4.
To approve the Minutes of the Special Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 14th June 2010 and the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 28th June 2010.
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Monday 14th June 2010 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010 and Monday 28th June 2010 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010.  (Previously circulated)
5.
Planning and Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

Site at 4 Owlswood, Sandy, SG19 2SL.

Application for a two storey side extension. The appeal was allowed and planning permission granted by the Planning Inspector. (Copy of decision attached)

6.
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
7.
Fallowfield Play Area
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

8.
Request from Ken Lynch
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
9.
Highway Maintenance Annual Survey
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

10.
Sandy Green Infrastructure Plan
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
11.
Ball Wall

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
12.
Bowls Club Fence
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
13.
Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee

To receive and consider the Minutes of the site visit held on Thursday 24th June 2010 at 6.30pm (Copy attached)
14.
Riddy - Drain

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
15.
Press Release
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	30/07/10

62/10


	CB/10/02404/ FULL

Revd Derwyn Williams

Church of St Swithun

The Rectory

Sandy

SG19 1AQ
	Full application for installation of glazing and glass door to south porch at Church of St Swithuns, High Street, Sandy, Beds. 


	
	PP&OS

09/08/10


	

	02/08/10

63/10


	CB/10/02706/LB

Greene King Pub Partners

Westgate Brewery

Abbott House

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1QT
	Listed Building Consent:Reposition of the timber shelter from previously approved position at The Queens Head, 2-4 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds. 
	
	PP&OS

09/08/10


	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 09.08.10
Deputy Clerk’s Report
7.
Fallowfield Play Area
Members may recall that at the Town Council meeting on the 2nd August 2010 that an item about the Fallowfield play area be taken to the next Planning, Parks and Open Spaces meeting.

Information form Central Bedfordshire Council is not yet available and will be tabled at the meeting and Central Bedfordshire Councillor Maudlin will give a verbal report.
8.
Request from Ken Lynch
Members may recall that Mr Lynch has requested permission to purchase two vandal-proof benches for the Skateboard Park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground. Members may also recall that they approved the purchase of the two benches. The two benches have been installed.

Mr Lynch has contacted the Town Council asking for two litter bins to be placed by the two vandal-proof benches that are located near the Skateboard Park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.

The cost to purchase two concrete bins is £530.
Mr Lynch has advised that the Skateboard Association could pay for part of the cost.

(Members are requested to advise on whether they would to purchase any bins for the Skateboard Park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and if so which budget to take the money from.)

9. 
Highway Maintenance Annual Survey
Central Bedfordshire Council has sent a letter and an Annual Satisfaction Survey copy attached.
Central Bedfordshire Council will use the information in determining future priorities for its highway service.

(Members are requested to decide on how they would like to proceed.)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 09.08.10
Deputy Clerk’s Report
10.
Sandy Green Infrastructure Plan
Cliff Andrews from Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity has contacted the Town Council with regard to the Green Infrastructure Plan for Sandy. (Copy of email and plan attached)
Members may recall that the BRCC was commissioned by Mid Bedfordshire District Council to produce a Green Infrastructure Plan for Sandy and a presentation was given at the Planning Parks and Open Spaces meeting on the 2nd February 2009.
The BRCC would like the Town Council to endorse the plan with either the wording in the plan or alternative wording.
The Plan is supplemented by the Living Networks for Sandy a copy is available to be viewed in the Town Council offices. The Action Plan at the end of the GIP is in draft from and still needs to be completed.
The BRCC would like to invite the Town Council to identify which of the aspirations in the action plan it is supportive of and indicating whether the Town Council should lead, or be a partner in developing plans towards implementation of the aspiration.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to endorse the Green Infrastructure Plan, if the plan can be installed on the Town Council’s website and of which aspirations the Town Council supports.) 
11.
Ball Wall

Members may recall that at the Town Council meeting on the 2nd August 2010 that the ball wall for Sunderland Road Recreation Ground was discussed.
A verbal report will be given by Members who have visited the site. 
(Members are requested to decide if a suitable location can be found for the ball wall.)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 09.08.10
Deputy Clerk’s Report
12.
Bowls Club Fence
Members may recall that at the Town Council meeting on the 2nd August 2010 that the removal of the old bowls club fence was discussed. 
A verbal report will be given by Members who have visited the site. 
(Members are requested to decide on how they would like to proceed.)
14.
Riddy - Drain

The Environment Agency has contacted the Wildlife Trust about the spraying of herbicide along the central third of the Riddy stream / drain. Email attached.
The reason for the treatment with herbicide, apparently it is now difficult for the EA to get their machinery in to areas of the site and across some of the bridges to dig it out as they have in the past.  It is not a watercourse that they particularly worry about but they do need to maintain a flow on it so it continues to function from a drainage point of view.
(Members are requested to decide on whether they would like to give permission for the treatment of herbicide along the Riddy stream.)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee site visit held on Thursday 24th June 2010 starting at the Pinnacle at 6.30pm and then continuing at 7.30pm at the Riddy. 
PRESENT

Cllrs D Sharman (Chairman), M Bartlett, P Sharman & Mrs S Sutton.

Also present was
Mr R Lawrence

Mr A Fleckney

Mr G Bellamy

Mr J Whitehurst 

1. Apologies: Cllrs Broughton, Scott, Mr N Kiddy and Mr R Cope.
2. Pinnacle Site Visit

Those present walked around the site with Mr Lawrence. It was noted that the amount of sand exposed is expanding because of digging by children and dogs. Soil to cover exposed sand is available from the Stratford Road depot though delivery is not possible with current resources. Envirosmart Grassmat could be installed around the benches to protect the areas from erosion. A large amount of elm suckers need to be removed.

It was suggested that thinning of some of the Birch trees could be carried out, though a felling licence would probably be required, Richard advised that funding is possibly available until March 2011. Richard will obtain a quote and investigate funding.  

3. Riddy Site Visit

Cllr Mrs S Sutton, Mr Fleckney & Mr Bellamy arrived for this part of the visit. 

The location of the Riddy sign at the entrance to the Riddy was discussed.

Resolved: That the Wildlife Trust would move the sign before the area is tarmaced. 

The disabled access and new footpath were discussed. 
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk contact Andrew Gwilliam, Rights of Way Officer at Central Bedfordshire Council about the following observations. (a) The base of the footpath is uneven and as such the amount of type 1 laid will vary in depth. (b) A number of the wooden edging boards are split / broken. (c) The wooden edging boards are not level. (d) A turning circle is to be installed at the end of the footpath, was a turning circle to be installed at halfway. (e) In places a foot hole gap between the edging boards and the soil. (f) The soil removed is mounded, will it be removed / levelled. (g) Will the soil be seeded or it will turn to nettles and thistles. 
Mr Bellamy informed the Members on the site visit that the application for the higher level scheme from Natural England was submitted and has failed and as such for the cattle pen to proceed at this time would require the Town Council to pay 100%.

Resolved: That the Deputy Town Clerk contacts Alice Bateman at Natural England to establish the reason the application failed and what needs to be changed for a new application. 
The group looked at the fencing that is to be discussed at the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces meeting on the 28th June 2010.
Mr Bellamy discussed about the Riddy stream and that the Environment Agency would like to weed kill the vegetation in the middle of the stream.
Mr Fleckney, Mr Bellamy and Mr Lawrence advised that Ragwort pulling will be carried out in the next few weeks.

Mr Fleckney discussed about the planting of plug plants in the Riddy and the collection of locally sourced seed.   

4. Date and time of next meeting
Wednesday 6th October 2010 at 9.00 am in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road.
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